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TQ HIS KXCKLLENCY.THK p.QVKKNOK G-RNKRAL.-IN COUNCIL. 

Tho undorsignod Commissioners 'appomtod ny an Order in 
Council of tho 7th,August last to visit the Indians on the 
North shores of Lakes Huron and Superior, for the purpose of 
•investigating their claims to the territory reordering on those 
Lakes, and obtaining information on various points relative to 
their proposal to surrender their lands to the Crown, with a 
view to the final action of the Government on the subject, — 
bo£ leave most respectfully to submit the following REPORT. - 
As soon as practicable after the receipt of these in- • 
struct ions, your Commissioners met at Sault Ste. Marie, and 
having there arranged their plan of proceedings .went on di- 
rect to fort will lira on Lake Superior, the most Western of the 
Indian settlements in Canada.. from this point they proceeded 
eastward ny canoe or noat down the entire longth of the coast 
of both Lakes to Penetanguishene/a distance ot about 700 miles 
calling at all the places to which the Indians usually resort, 
and adopting such other measures as they^conce.ived would fa- 
ct] itato the accomplishment of their objects , -that of 3 eeing 
And conversing with all the Chiefs and as many of the Indians 
as could conveniently ne assembled. The advanced period of 
the season at which the instructions were roceived precluded 
the possibility of gathering any large number of the Indians 
together, as the greater part of them had already left the 
shores of the Lake, and scattered themselves through the In- 
terior on their several hunting grounds, before your Commission 
ers arrived. 

Many of thorn having Deen informed that it was the inten- 
tion of the Government to send Agents to treat with them, and 
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in expectation of receiving payment .had come t M a consider- 
ahl» distance to m'et them, nut some became alarm^^TO the prev 
alonce of the Cholera at Sault Ste. Marie and immediately re- 
turned, -and others after waiting some time in expectation, had 
abandoned the hope of any thing being done this season, and 
had also dispersed. * 

Krom these causes it was not poss'ole to summon the 
Chiefs and to hold formal Councils, even had it been desirable 
and your Commissioners therefore held conferences with the 
Chiefs separately, or in Company with a portion of their res- 
pective Hands as circumstances permitted, -in every case pub- 
licly, and getting together as many as could be collected. By 
this moans they have liad the opportunity of conversing with 
sixteen of the twenty-two Chiefs among whose bands the entire 
territory is divided, and have been thus enabled to form a tol- 
erably good idea of the general desires and expectations of 
the whole. 

At all these meetings a uniform system was acted upon:- 
the nature .and object of tho mission were first explamed,thon 
inquiries were made relative to the various subjects on which 
/ information was needed such as the nature of the title, the 
I extent^or boundaries of the land claimed, -its character, -pro- 
ductions .and capabilities of improvement ;the number of in- 
dividuals in the band,their mode of subsistence .moral con- 
dition, future prospects ,frc;-and next their wishes and expec- 
tations concerning the proposed session of their territory, 
were, as far as possibU.elicited. They were then cautioned 

against 
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against making any .engagements anout their territories with 
any other persons than those sent and authorized ny the Gov- 
ernment to treat with them, as such engagements would not be 
sanctioned and might only servo to throw difficulties in the 
way of the final settlement of the rrasiness. 

Your Commissioners were received m a friendly manner 
by all the natives with whom they had intercourse, and found 
no difficulty in ohtainmg answers to their inquiries except 
in two instances, -that of the Fort William band, to whom a 
message had been sent from Sault Ste.Mane telling them not to 
trust the o vernment Agents .(which however was soon disposed 
of and confidence established) and that of the Sault Ste. 
Mar'e and Garden Hiver band wchone Chiefs after replying to 
the preliminary questions, refused to speak themselves about 
the cession of their lands, out desired to employ as their 
Agent for expressing their sentiments, an individual (not an 
Indian) whom your Commissioners could not consistently with 
their instructions, recognize as such, conceiving it to be their 
duty to- speak directly with the Indians themselves, and not to 
employ the intervention of any white man, even should he not 
be an interested party, as this person unquestionaDly was. 

The conduct of vour Commissioners with reference to this 
Council having t>e*»n misrepresented, it has been deemed advis- 
able to append to this document some extracts from the notes 
taken r>y thorn at the time, and also from those taken at the 
Fort William Council .which may serve to explain the matter 
more fully. (See Appendix A.) 

It is not considered necessary to enter upon any detailed 

account 
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account ot the various replies and statements mado. Dy the 
several parties with whom communication was held;J$H 
nearly all of similar import and the subjoined general state- 
ments embody the information acquired and contain the views . 
of your Commissioners relative to the various matters to 
which their attention was directed. , 

The extensive tract of country lying on the North shores 
of Lakes Huron and Superior and Deing nounded ny thorn on the 
South ny the Hudson's bay Company's territories on the We3t 
and North and r>y the Ottawa Kiver and the surveyed* lands of 
the Province dn the Kast,-is now,together with, as adjacent 
Islands, the only territory within the limits of Canada West lo 
which the Indians titlepr right of occupancy has not been 
either extinguished or specially reserved to them ny treaty 
by the hritish c vernment. The claim of the present occu- 
pants of this tract derived from their forefathers ,who have 
from time immemorial hunted upon it, is unquestionanly as good 
as that, of any of the tribes who have received compensation 
for the cession of their rights in other parts of the Prov- 
ince;and therefore entities' thorn to similar remuneration, 
should the Covornment require the surrender of the whole or 
ary portion of the lands;but while thi3 is admitted, it must 
be observed with reference to this Right, that the Crown has 
always claimed "The Territorial Estate and Eminent Dominion" 
in and over the soil, -and although in Canada West, ever since 
its possession by the British Crown,the surrender of the right 
of hunting and occupancy has been purchased iron the Indians, 
in other parts of British North America it appears not to 

have 
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have been regarded, as .for example, in the Charter grant of the 
Hudson's Ray Company, and in the treaties male with the United 
States and Russia, by which boundary lines were established 
and lands transferred .without any reference to Indian claims: 
it is also upon this assumption that the Grown "reserved to 
itself the exclusive privilege of treating with the Indians 
for the surrender or purchase of any portion of the land." 

This conceded 'Right of occupation 'which is general and 
common to all, being admitted the tribal or individual inter- 
est in it becomes the subject of consideration :-long estab- 
lished custom.which among these uncivilized tribes is as bind- 
ing in its obligations as Law in a civilized nation, has di- 
vided this torritory among several bands each independent of 
the others; having its own Chief or Chiefs and possessing an 
exclusive right to and control over its own hunting grounds;- 
/" the limits of these grounds especially the ir-Jpowt ages on the 
hake are generally well known and acknowledged oy neighbour- 
ing bands; in t*ro ot three instances only, is /there any diffi- 
culty in determining the precise boundary between adjoining 
tracts .there being in these cases a small portion of disputed 
territory to which two parties advance a claim. 

Of these bands there are fourteen located upon the shores 
of the lakes and three which are confined to the lnterior;- 
there are also two bands having their hunting grounds partly 
in the Hudson's Bay Company's territories and partly within 
the limits o£ y *he Province, whose boundaries cannot be accurate 
ly determined. The aggregate number composing these bands, 
as nearly as could be ascertained, is about Two thousand; but 
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it war, found impossible t,o obtain any complete census on 
which reliance could be placed. 

More particular information oh these subjects may be 
found in the Schedule and maps appended hereto. (See Appondix 
B.) 

The name law of custom which has thus- apportioned out the 
territory to the various oands.has vested' one or more persons 
in each of them with a species of authority and control over 
its individual members and its property, which though neither 
well defined nor retaliated, is generally submitted 'to v/hen 
circumstances require its exerci3e;thene persons are the 
Chief s,andywith them, either individually for their respective 
lands, or collectivoly tor a larger tract .negotiations for 
cession ;:iust oe enterea into in order to give general satis- 
faction. 

It occasionally happens that a Chief possessed of super- 
ior information, intelligence or cunning assumes or obtains 
authority to act for others ;this has been the case with two 
of those whom your Commissioners have met, but these delegates 
were so evidently influenced by selfishness and acted with 
such utter disregard to the interests of the others, that it 
was obvious the arrangements they wished to make would not 
have satisfied those whose sentiments they professed to ex- 
press. 

A list of the names and places of residence of all the 
Chiefs whose personal sanction and signatures it would be 
necessary to obtain in order to make a treaty that would be 

generally 
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generally approved of, and leave no just ground for complaint 
in future on the part of any band, is given in appendix B. 
There is a general wish expressed hy tho Indians to 
cede their territory to the Government provided they are not 
required to remove from their present places of anode .-their 
hunting and fishing not interfered with, find that the compen- 
sation given to them he a perpetual annul tyj'rmt some diversity 
of opinion exists as to the amount and mode of payment de- 
sired. Where they are not influenced ny the counsels of 
designing whites, the Chiefs candidly declare their perfect 
ignorance of the value of their lands and are quite contented 
to leave it to the Government tro determine what shall be given 
for them, expressing their confidence in the wisdom and jus- 
tice of their Great r'athor;this was tho case with all the 
bands or. Lake Huron from St .Joseph's to Penotanguishene,and 
with them, it is apprehended .the re would he no difficulty in 
making a treaty on just and mutually advantageous terras. 
With those on Lake Superior it may possibly he a less easy 
task on account of their having heen led to form most ex- 
travagant notions of the value of the lands, and advised to 
insist upon unreasonable terms ;yot even with them, should an 
equitable arrangement .paying due regard to their wishes in 
referonce to reserves, bo proposed and insisted upon as the 
ultimatum of the Government , it would most probably be agreed 
to. 

The Sualt Ste .Marie band alone appears to assume a po- 
sition in which it would he impossinle for tho Government to 
treat with themj-they refuse to hold communication with it 

except 
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except through a Mr.Allan Macdonoll (formerly of Hamilton )and 
acting under his advice insist upon reserviaHj J Sbh oir own 
use tract3 of land embracing no loss than nineteen of the 
mining locations for which the Government has already issued 
'location tickets, -of nine of these this individual has ob- 
tained from the Chiefs a lease for 900 years, and the confir- 
nation of this transaction is of course a primary*condition 
in the arrangements he would make for them. 

These r.ic.plo minded Indians have been led to believe 
that this person is more desirous and better anle, than the 
Government to protect their interests, and promote their wel- 
fare, and that he can set it at defiance and maintain their 
right to dispose of their lands as they see fit ;so long as 
they retain these senljfiments there is Put little prospect of 
a satisfactory adjustment of their claims neing offected^but 
as they have Been informed that the insisting upon such an 
Agency is virtually a rejection of the Government, and might 
prevent them from participating in the oenefits of a treaty, 
should one be made with other bar.ds.it is probanle that upon 
further reflection they may see the folly of opposing the 
plans of the Government for the improvement of their condition 
and become more disposed to accede to the terms which may be 
offered to them; indeed one of the three Chiefs had done so 
before your Commissioners left the ne-ighnourhood.and waited 
upon them to state that he had been deceived and would have 
no further dealings in these matters with any other individual 
than those pho might be sent by the Government. (See Appendix 

C) 

One ground of complaint on the part of this band de- 
serves conaideration.it is that the Government has sold as a 
mining" 
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mining location, the tract of land at Hardin Hver.on which 

their Village is built, and they have cultivated the soil to 

some extent for many years, and although this has been several 

times represented to the ^ovornnent ,ao relief has yet been 

■afforded. 

This circumstance .together with the delay which has 

taken place in treating with them tor the relinquishment of 

their general claims .has givon rise to suspicion in the minds 

of the Indians .and caused thorn to listen the more readily to 

those who tell them they may look in vain for justice to oo 

awarded them r>y a Government which has heretofore paid 30 

little attention to their rights :-it is of importance that a 

treaty should r>e made.ot the claims otherwise attended to, as 

soon a3 possible, as the longer it is delayed the greater will 

be the difficulty of securing an amicable arrangement .and the 

more will their attachment to and confidence in the british 

f 
Government oe weakened or destroyed. 

The visit of vour Commissioners had it is believod the 
beneficial effect of- serving to arrest the further progress 
of disaffection, and to show the desire and intention of bring- 
ing the business to a satisfactory conclusion without un- 
necessary delay. 

With reference to the terms on which the treaty of ces- 
sion should oo made;your Commissioners are of opinion that 
the Indians themselves are quite incompetent to negociate 
thom:-confessedly ignorant of the value of the lands, and 
having ho proper idea of large sums of money (as an instance 
of which 't may De mentioned that one of their Chiefs demanded 

as 
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as compensation thirty dollars, another sixty, and another a 
hundred per annum, for each man,wonan and child t JSJfrer). Thoy 
are equally deficient in knowledge as to the way in which pay- 
ment should be made so as to do of the greatest possible ad- 
vantage to them;for although some had judgment enough to con- 
sent to an appropriation of a portion of any payment they 
might receive to education, instruction in agriculture, and the 
purchase -of farming stock and implements, many would prefer 
getting it all in monoy. 

Thin incapacity on their part while it renders.it nec- 
essary for the Government to fix the terms, entitles the Indians 
to the most linoral consideration and a scrupulous avoiding 
any encroachment upon the\ir rights. 

It. will- not ne easy to ascertain the actual value of 
this vast nut sterile territory, on account of its being so 
little known, but while making terms in accordance with pres- 
ent information of its resources, provision might be made if 
necessary, for an increase of payment upon the further discov- 
ery and dovelopement of any new sources of wealth. The suas 
received, or likely to oe received, for the several mining lo- 
cations and the surveyed lands at S^.ult Ste. Marie, frrm the 
only data for calculations of value, at present, nor does there 
appear to no any probaDility of an increase of revenue from 
* further sales as it is very doubtful whether as much as a 
single Township of good land available for agricultural pur- 
poses can be found in any one spot throughout the whole region 
and if it should, whether the length and severity of the win- 
ter season will not prove an insurmountable obstacle to any 

extensive 
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difference need bo made in the terms offered, for all that is 
known to oe of value in situated on the front, and they will 
still retain undisturbed possession of the'ir hunting grounds 
in the interior :-in fact .whatever may oe given to them for 
the surrender of their right, they must oe gamers, for they 
reTmquish nothing out a mero nominal title.they will con- 
tinue to enjoy all thoir present advantages and will not be 
the poorer oocause the superior intelligence and industry of. 
their white brethren are enabling them to draw wealth from a 
few limited portions of their territory .which never were nor 
could be, of any particular service to themselves. 

The importance of immediately taking measures to obtain 
a settlement of the claims has already been mentioned; it may 
be stated in addition that" the Indians expect to receive a 
payment next season, and that, if such an arrangement could 
possibly be made.it should take place at the time the treaty 
is concluded;it would doubtless greatly* facilitate the bring- 
ing of the nogdciations to a satisfactory termination. 

It will also oe necessary to give the earliest intimation 
of their appointment to the person or persons to whom the 
Government may entrust the management of the business in or- 
der that the requisite preparations may be made in time to ad- 
mit of their proceeding to the work at the opening of the 
navigation, and that, they may take steps to assemble the Chiefs 
or bands at such timos and in such places as may oe determined 
upon, in carrying out the plans the Government may see fit to 
adopt. 

The method and plr.ee of treating with them so as to af- 
ford the best opportunity of securing a peaceable and satis*, 
factory arrangement, h* been a subject of ireful consider^ 
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as compensation thirty do liars, another sixty, and another a 



hundred per annum, for oach man .woman and child t r). Thoy 
are equally deficient m knowledge as' to the way in w/hich pay- 
ment should ne made so as to be of the greatest possible ad- 
vantage to them; for although some had judgment enough to con- 
sent to an appropriation of a portion of any payment they 
might receive to education, instruction in agriculture, and the 
purchase of farming stock and imj lements,raany would prefer 
getting it all in monoy. 

Th's incapacity on their part while it renders it nee-' 
es-ary for the Government to fix the terms, entitles the Indians 
to the most 1 moral consideration and a scrupulous avoiding 
any encroachment upon theiV rights. 

It v."ll not ne easy to ascertain the actual value of 
this vast but sterile territory, on account of its being so 
little known, but while making terms in accordance with pros- 
ent information ot its resources .provision might be made if 
necessary, for an increase of payment upon the further discov- 
ery and H .ovelopement of any new sources of wealth. The suas 
received, or likely to do received, for the several mining lo- 
cations and the surveyed lands at S^.ult Ste. Marie, fcro the 
only data for calculations of value, at present, nor does there 
appear to do any probamlity of an increase of revenue from 
further sales as it is very dountful whether as' much as a 
single Township of good land available for agricultural pur- 
poses can be found in any one spot throughout the whole region 
and if it should, whether the length and severity of the win- 
ter season will not prove an insurmountaole obstacle to any 

extensive 
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extensive cultivation of the soil. 

The policy of the acquisition ny purchase of a territory 
so comparatively v u»«l ess, might ne considered an questionable, 
were there no other than financial con* ide rat ions to be re- 
garded, nut the necessity of giving compensation for the lands 
already taken possession of , the advantage of extinguishing 
the whole Indian title, by which the Government could act with- 
out embarrassment in the future disposal of the land, -and es- 
pecially the claims of this poor neglected people upon tho 
benevolence and care of the Government whose subjects they 
are, -all demnnd to ne attentively considered, and seem to ren- 
der such an arrangement eminently desirable. 

Should it be deemed inexpedient or found impracticable 
to obtain tho surrender* of the whole territory, tho only al- 
ternative would appear to be the investment ot the proceeds 
of sales of such portions of it, as are or may be required for 
mining purposes, in tho funds, and the /•application of the an- 
nual interest of the sum to the general benefit of all the 
Indians occupying it, not regulating the distribution by the 
accidental circumstance of the mineral locations oeing within 
the limits claimed oy any particular band, but oy a regard to 
the joint interest in tho soil m which all may be considerod 
as participating. 

It will not De advisable to propose the cession of a 
narrow strip upon the W.e shore, merely including the present 
mining tracts, as there is a general wish on the part of the 
Chiefs to cede the whole,with the exception of small reserva- 
tions for the use of the respective nands. Little if any 
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difference need be made in the term;-, offered, for all that is 
known to oe of value is situated on the fron$»nd they will 
still retain undisturbed possession of their SuSmj grounds 
in the interior :-m fact .whatever may oe given to them for 
the surrender of their right, they must be gainers. for they 
relinquish nothing but amero nominal title.thoy will con-, 
tinuo to enjoy all their present advantages and'wil^not be 
the poorer oocause the superior intelligence and industry of. 
their v/hito brethren are enanling them to draw wealth from a 
few limited portion* of their territory ,which never were nor 
could be, of any particular service to themselves. 

The importance of immediately taking measures to obtain 
a settlement of the claims has already been mentioned; it may 
be stated in addition thaj the Indians expect to receive a 
payment next season,and that, if such an arrangement could 
possibly r>e made, it should take place at the tine the treaty 
is concluded^ would doubtless greatly facilitate the bring- 
ing of the negotiations to a satisfactory termination. 

It will also oe necessary to give the_ earl lost intimation 
of their appointment to the person or persons to whom the 
Government may entrust the management of the rmsiness m or- 
der that the requisite preparations may be made m time to ad- 
mit of their proceeding to the work at the opening of the 
navigation^ that they may take steps to assemble the Chiefs 
or nands at such times and in such places as may ne determined 
upon.m carrying out the plans the Government may see fit t0 
adopt. 

The method and pl.ee of treating with them so as to af- 
ford the est opportunity of securing a peaceable and satis, 
t-ory arrangements been a subject of eareful consider^ 
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ind as the result it is recommended, th<it all the Lake Superior 
bands or Chiefs should be assembled at Michipicbton Kiver,ahd 
those of Lake Huron and the River St. Mary at 'Manitowahning,and 
that a first payment, should be made wholly or in part in 
money. Whether this or any other plan ne adopted, no un- 
necessary publicity should oe givon to it, as, should it bocome 
Generally known amongst tho whites .the proceedings would most 
likely be embarrassed oy their interference, and the bringing 
of ardent spirits will cause confusion and result in the in- 
toxication and ronoery of the poor Indians , who will be thus 
made the victims of unprincipled and avaricious men and, in- 
stead of being benefited, ho greatly injured by tho payment. 
That money payments are highly prejudicial to the in- 
terests of the Indians is an" v almost universally admitted fact, 
and while, under the peculiar circumstances of the case, it is 
considered unavoidable for the first . vour Commissioners would 
strongly urge that .all subsequent payment? should be made in 
useful articles -of clothing, provisions, goods and implemonts, 
and that this, together with a suitable annual appropriation 
for their instruction and for the establishment and mainten- 
ance of industrial schools, should form a condition in any 
treaty that may be made. 

Another subject which may involve a difficulty is that 
of determining how far Half breeds are to be regarded as 
having a claim to share in the remuneration awarded to the 
Indians, and (as they can scarcely be altogether oxcluded with- 
out injustice to some )w he re and how the distinction should 
be made between them: -many of these are so closely connected 

with 
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with somo of the bands, and being generally better informed 
exercise such an influence over them, that it may be^Sannd 
scarcely possible to make a separation.,especially as a great 
number have neon already so far recognized as Indians, as to 
have presents issued to them Dy the Government at the annual 
distribution at Manitowawning. 

The majority of t.he Lake Huron Indians have been reoeiyc- 
ing these presents for several years, but they are issued gra*- 
tuitously and not given as compensation for surrender of title 
many of the Sault Ste. Mario nand receive an annual payment 
from the United States Government, under a treaty of cession 
of lands lying within their limits, and on this account have 
been by some regarded as United, States Indians :-having been 
however, always or at least for many years, and still continu- 
ing bona fido residents in the British Territory, and possess- 
ing a joint interest with the rest of the Band in the lands 
Required to- De ceded. Your Commiss ioners do not consider 
that the circumstances shoulu exclude them from sharing in 
any annuity that the British Government may give to their 
Brethren. 

A list or description of the Reserves which the Chiefs 
have expressed a wish to make, is furnished ^n Appendix D:-they 
are generally of limited extent and intended as places for 
residence and cultivation: -there are however three which they 
desire to secure to other parties, one at Fort William, Lake 
Superior,which was granted by the then Chiefs to the North 
West Company in 1798 (a copy of the deed of conveyance of 
which is hereto appended )one at Sault Ste „Marie, granted majiy 

year 1 * 
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yoars ago to the Hudson's Ray Company and acknowledged by the 
present band "rot without any regular document by which its ex- 
tent or boundaries could be clearly determined, -and the third 
at Mississaga Kiver,!iake Huron, to a Mr.Seyers,the -sale of 
which is also acknowledged and desired to bo confirmed to him 
by tho band within whose limits it lies. 

It is necessary to remark in relation to those claims, 
that the reservation wished to r>e made for their own use by 
tho Fort William band falls within the limits of the grant 
to the North West Company;-that the claim of the Hudson's Bay 
Company at Sanlt Ste. Marie, interferes to some extent with the 
surveyed Town plot af that place, and that Mr.Seyers tract, 
though not extensive is included in the location at the Missis 
saga River for which application has been made to tho Govern- 
ment ny the Hudson's Bay Company.- 

The reservations selected by the Indians for themsolves 
seem to-be generally chosen by a regard either to the capa- 
bilities of the soil for cultivation, or to the convenience of 
the position for f ishing;-they are all convinced that their 
hunting grounds afford a most precarious supply of animals 
either for food or furs, and say that they expect in a few 
years there will oe none, as they have neen gradually diminish- 
ing in numner for the last forty years or more:-on this ac- 

how 
count the greater part express a desire for learning to cul- 
tivate the land, and for receiving aid from tho Covornmont, 
that they may obtain food for their children. 

They frequently suffer much from hunger in many places, 
and in others are dependent upon the bounty of the Hudson's 

Bay 
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Bay Company for subsistence during the extreme severity of 
the winter; a few only raise some corn, potatoe^fc^, other veg- 
etables for their winter supply;tho large majority live upon 
Fish, Rabbits and other small species of game, the deer and 
other large animals being extremely scarce. 

With nut very few exceptions the Indians of the North 
West are in a very low moral condition; -those who are«n the 
immediate neighbourhood of the whites have generally forsaken 
their old heathenism and some of them have nominally embraced 
Christianity;-the great body of the Indians however yet re- 



tain their ancient faith and customs ;-vory little' having yet 
been accomplished even in the limited field to which Mission- 
ary efforts have been directed. 

Unless something he spbn done to ameliorate their con- 
dition their future prospects are gloomy indned;thb increasing 
scarcity of food and clothing will soon be fatally experienced 
and roduce yet more their already diminished numbers, -the 
remnant will linger on for a time in helpless and hopeless 
ignorance and misery. and in a fpy y**™ +!,„«.<, ? „ w , n , g i „„■>„, , 
people, long since taken under the special guardianship and 
protection of the British Crown, will bo no more. 

Having now oy the submitting of this Report, fulfilled 
r the duties of their mission.your Commissioners feel it incum- 
bent upon them to acquaint the Government with the uniform 
kindness and assistance they have received at the hands of 
the Honble.Hudosn's Bay Company's Agents and servants, who have 
on -all occasions afforded them every facility for the per- 
formance of their worll, and taken a deep interest in the for- 
warding an amicanle settlement of the Indians' claims. 



-17- 



All which is renpeetl'u! ly submitted. 
Alexander Vidal ) 



T.O.Anderson 
Toronto, Doc. 5th, 1849. 




) Coraniss toners, 
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M'PKNDIX (A) 

Extracts from notes taken at the conferenejtajtith the 
Indians at fort William, Lake Superior, Sep. 2ftth,aW^lh, 1849. 

1st. Day.- In reply to an inquiry relative to the willing- 
ness of the Indians to dispose of their lands, and what they 
expected to get, for thorn, Peau de Chat .the principal Chief said 
" We have come to the conclusion to go to Montreal next vear 
to see our Great Kathorj-lf he had given you power to .act so 
that, you might make terms with us, and that ho would bo nound 
to fulfil them,wo might now finish the business, nut as he has 
not done so, wo must go to. him." 

"I said in my speech Last yoar at Sault Ste. Marie .that 1 
was willing to sell my lands:-l decline telling you what I 
ask for them:-l have not full Jconfidenco in /our honesty, and 
ara afraid you will turn ray words." ' 

Be was thon informed that the Government had sent the 
Commissioners for the purpose of ascertaining the wishes of 
the Indians, and that, if he would not answer the inquiry, it 
J"*" v J r y P™ ™!* that the Covernor would not answer him if he 
went to Montreal, he. then said "If I knew how long the world 
would last 1 could answer, nut now I can not;" Heing reminded 
that he would not know this any hotter next year than at pres- 
ent, after some desultory remarks he said 'I require for my 
lands that, there shall be given to each man,woman and child 
of my people, the sum of thirty dollars each year, as long as 
the world lasts. ' 

Xr.d.lMy.- In the course of the days proceedings the same 
Chief said 'It was not with myself that the idea of your 

burning 
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words originated: when 1 first i at Manito- 
waning ( addressing Captain Anderson) I .thought I saw a good 
Chief, whin 1 mot you at Sault Ste. Mario lar.t yoar 1 thought 
the same; -hut shortly after 1 returned, 1 heard many strange 
oad reports; -many people said you spoke smooth things nut not 
as your heart felt, and it was reported that you did not take 
to Montreal our words about our \ands, spoken last year at the 
Sault;- My young men told me that Maedonell had said so, and 
that he had also said that you wore interfering with and en- 
deavouring to defoat his good intentions and exertions on our 
behalf , and that we should got nothing for our "hands through 
you." 

At the conclusion of his last speech the same Chief said 
I am now not afraid to give up my land to you two to-morrow 
if arrangements can be made; -you said to-day that we should 
become civilized. ] agree to that; -you said it would be better 
for us not to go to Montreal ,-v/e take that advice and will 
remain. at home, and if we give up the land to-morrow ,we shall 
look for something next year; -I wish my demand for thirty 



+ dollars to go to the Governor as it is, if he thinks fit to 
take from it, lot him do so." 

The conference ended in cordial expressions of confidence 
and good will and desire to see us next year to finish the 
negociations. 
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APPENDIX (H) 



DESIGNATION Oh 
LOCALITY OK BANDS 



CHIEFS 'NAMES 



residence 



Lake 



K.St. 
Mary 



d 



Fort William 



Nepigon 



Superior Pic 




Joseph Peau de Chat x Fort William 

L' Illinois x 
Mishemuckquaw Lake Nepigon 
Shong Shong 
Louison (or Misotocho) The pic River 



Long Lake 



Michipicoton 



Batchewawnung 



Sault Ste. Marie 

St .Joseph's 

Mississaga 

Inland Indians 
Serpents 

La cloche ft Spanish 

River 
White Fish Lake- 
Jtetawwenawning 



( unknown ) 



Totomoneh x 
Chtckonass x 
( no chief ) 



Nabanagoghing. x 

Shinguakouse x ) 

) 

Augustin x ) 



( South side of 
the height of 
land.) 
Michipicoton 
River. 
Bat chew awnung 

Bay ' 
Sault Ste. Marie 

4 

Harden "River 



Pawtossewag x 



Kewokouse * St .Joseph's 

Island 
near the Missis- 
saga River 
(unknown) about Green Lake 

( Waytauntegowener.e 
Mainwaywaybonaise x Serpent Kiver 
Penaiseseh x About La cloche 

River 
Shawwenawyeihik White Fish Lake 

Shawwawnosseway x Manitowawning 



TOTAL NO.OF INDIVID- 
UALS IN BAND 

175 

357 
165 

» 40 

160 
50 

20 
804 

85 

74 

I 

| 40 

*■••! 

) 

250) 

74 

50 




BOUNDARIES AND REMARKS 



J'rom Pigeon River (the boundary between Canada 
and the United States (along the Lake eastward 
to Puckuswawsebe.in which the Nepigon ft Pic 
Bands are includedjthe division betwoen the 
bands not known, and extending Northward ft '•mat- 
ward to the Height of Land .the Province boundary 
Part oi a large oand adjoining the Pic band on 

the North. 

From r*uckuswawsebe eastward in common with tl 
Batchewawnung and Ste. Marie oands.and back to 
the Height of land. The east boundary claimed 
by the Sault Ste. Marie band is Squash Point at 
the East of Lake George but it interferes with 
the next. 



From Echo River ( hake George )to Grand Batture, 

Lake Huron. 

From the Grand Batture to Isle aux Bosses 



Lands South of the Height ft in rear of the 2 last 
and next Bands . 

From Isle aux Bosses to Nid d'aigle ( 4 miles west 
of Spanish River,) 

From Nid d'aigle to La cloche R.ft back to the 

Inland Band 

Between the Lake bands and the height. about 
White Fish Lake 



From La Cloche K to Grumbling point. 
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DESIGNATION Oh 
LOCALITY OP RANDS 



French River 



Shawwaynagar 



Waygcnawkaingh 

Mishahqrjongay- ) x 

) 
Paynequenaishcum)x 

Muckatehraishoquot x 

Nawbequaybeahik x 



near French River 
Manitowawnmg 



Beau Soloil Inlaid 
near PoneV.ngui- 
shono h Islo aux 
Sables 



The tract lying oetween the last 3 oands and the Ottawa River is 



x Chiefs with whom the Commissioners have conversed. 



TOTAL NO .OP 
PALS IN RAND. 



109 



25 



40 



75 



1918 Total 



BOUNDARIES AND REMARKS 



From ^rumbling Pt.to S.E. mouth of Frenoh River 

including Lake Nipissing in the interior . 

Kron French River to Head Island, back 3 days 

j ourney 

From Head Island to Saugeen Bay-back to the 

sources of the Rivers running into Lake Huron 

Prom Saugeon Bay to the surveyed lands and back 

to the sources of the rivers running into the 

Lake. 



supposed to belong to the Indians of "Two Mountains" Canada East. 
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RESERVATIONS WHICH THE INDIANS WISH TO MAKE. 



The r'ort William Hand- A tract on the banks of the River at 
about a mile from its mouth. (Note:-This is included in the 
old grant to the North West Company, see Appendix (E)-) 

The Fort William Chief wished the Nepigon and Pic Bands 
to no nrought to this Reserve, but their Chiefs (whom we did 
not see)would pronaoly desire a reserve at their respective 
haunts. 

The Michipicoton Band, wish to reserve the tract about the 
Hay adjoining the Michipicoton River on the west. and extending 
from that River to Riviere aux Dorees, about 4 miles. 
The Sault Ste. Mar ie band . Besides Michipicoton Island and the 
locations at Mamainse, leased to Macdonell.wish to reserve 
from Pointe aux Perdrix (R.St. Mary) to Squash Point, Lake 
Ceorge, -about 18 miles frontage and including six mining lo- 
cations. They wtnh also to confirm the Hudson's Bay Company^ 
claim at the Sault. ■ , i 

The Mississaga hand.. A reserve at Riviere au eorne,to include 
the little Lake .and their farmsjalso they wish to confirm to 
Mr. Sever a small tract on Mississaga River formerly sold to 
him. 

The Serpent hand. A small reserve at the mouth of the Ser- 
pent rtiver,whoro they have ground now cultivated. 
The La cloche » Spanish River Band . A reserve on the banks 
of Spanish River, locality not determined upon. 
The Shebawavnawnm Rand. A reserve at the head of the Bay 
near Wawgwoskenegong ( East .of and adjoining W.K.Roultonvs 
mining location.) 
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The French River hand^ A reserve where they now cultivate 

the land, at the head of the deep Bay near Ifabttvillage .and 

distant from it about 4 milos. 

Mishaguongays & Pavneouenaishcnm'.; Banri, vi ^ a ama ii reS erve 

on the south side of Manganetawong River, about, five miles 

from the mouth, 

Shawwainaraw band. A small reserve at Pomte au foafvh 

Na whequayneshik. A reserve between Moo* River and Parry's 

Sound and extending half a day's journey back. 
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APPENDIX (¥.) 



KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PhESENTS,that:we The Chiefs and 
Old Men of the Ghepeway and Kitchicamingue Indians at The 
Grand Portage for ourselves and by and with the Consent and 
advice of all the Men of our Tribe, in consideration of the 
good Will, Lore and affoction which we and the whole of our 
Trifce bear unto Simon Mactavish. Joseph i«'roiusher,John Greg- 
ory ,William McOillivray and Alexander Mackenzie Merchants of 
Montreal in the Province of Lower Canada for themselves and 
as Agents and Directors of The Morth West Company and for the 
3um of Three Pounds current money of the said Province to us 
in Hand paid, and also for divers other good causes and valuable 
considerations us the Chiefs and rent of our Nations hereunto 
moving, Have given, granted, aliened, enfeoffed and confirmed and 
by these Presents do Give, Grant, alien, Enfeoff and Confirm 
unto Simon Mactavish, Joseph Probisher,John f-regory^illiam 
McGillivray and Alexander .Mackenzie in their aforesaid ca- 
pacity, their Heirs, Executors .Administrators and Assigns a 
certain portion of Land or Tract of Country situate, lying and 
#Wt«u«^*i. being on the^Lake Superior, nounded in front by tKo Baye de 

Tonneree or Kamanettiquiock,at the entrance of the River Kam- 
inistickouia, comprehending a distance of ten Miles in Front 
of said Bay, and of twelve Milos.in depth runninq a line about 
West beyond the first carrying Place ,that is to say Five 
Miles on either side oi said river :With all and singular the 
appurtenances *c within the said Lines or noundaries already 
mentioned or unto the said Tract of Land appertaining or in 
p »ny wise belonging; and the reversion and reversions remainder 
and remainders, rents, issues, and Services of the said Premises, 

and* 
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and also all the Estate, Right.T it le, Interest, Property .Claim or 
Demand whatever of us the said Chiefs and Old Meijttarof any 
one whatever of the Tribes,of,in and to the said Lands' and 
Premises, and every part and Parcel thereof with their appur- 
tenances. 

To Have and To Hold the said Lands and Premises hereby given 
and granted or mentioned or intended to be given er granted 
into the saidoSimon Mactavish, Joseph *'robir,her,John Gregory, 
William MoOillivray and Alexander Mackenzie in their Capacity 
aforesaid.their Heirs and assigns for the only proper use and 
behoof of 'the said Simon Mactavish, Joseph Krobisher.John 
nregory.WilHam Mcr,illivray and Alexander McKenzie in their 
capacity aforesaid for ever. 

And the said Chiefs and Old^Men for themselves and on 
behalf of the whole of their Tribe.their Heirs and Assigns 
do Covenant, Promise and r.rant to and with the said Simon Mac- 
tavish.Joseph Frobisher.John Gregory .William McGillivray and 
Alexander Mackenzie as aforesaid their Heirs and assigns Law- 
fully may from henceforth and for ever after peaceably and 
quietly,Have,Hold,Occupy, Possess and Enjoy .the said Lands, 
Hereditaments and Premises hereby given and or intended to 
be given or granted with their and every of their appurtenances 
free clear and discharged or well and sufficiently saved kept 
harmless and indemnified of from and against all former and 
other Gifts Grants Bargains Sales Estates Rents Extents and 
of from and against and of from and against all former and 
other Titles Troubles Charges and Encumbrances whatsoever Had 
Done or suffered by them the said Chiefs and Old Men or Dy 

an y 
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any one whatever of said Tribes their Heirs or assigns or any 
other Person or Persons lawfully claiming or to claim by from 
or under or any or either of thea. 

And by these Presents do make this our act and Deed irrevocable 
under any Pretence whatever and have put the said Simon Mao- 
tavish.Joseph Frobisher.John Oregory.William Mer.illivray and 
Alexander Mackentie in their Capacity aforesaid in full 
possession and Seisin by delivering them a Piece of said Tract 
on the Premises with a Belt of Wampum. 

In Witness whereof we the Chiefs and Old Men for ourselves and 
on behalf of our whole Tribe Chippeway or Kitchicamingues have 
unto these Presents set the Marks or Insignias of our differ- 
ent Families at The rtrand Portage.this thirtieth day of July 
in the Yew of our Lord one Thousand seven hundrod and ninety 
eight. 



Si 


gned D.MeOillivray a signed Nanjokabaoui 




■ 


" Dn. Cameron 

_ . "' Katacouigoin 
Henry Monro 


" Pierre Helleau / 


* Jaoque Adheman 


John H.Welles • Ache-oandaga 


J.C.Stewart - Otakacoine 


J.Btte.Cadotte lnterprete. 


Kabadjioine 


Nisotain 


^ououiouizinse 


Oguinanoumagouse 


Ksnebaneoyiane 


Kgiky?.?. S oyny 
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December -'frh.'frift 



Report of Commisr ioners 
A.Vidal fr T.E.Anderson on 
visit to Indians forth Shores 
Lakes Huron & Superior for 
purpose of investigating 
their claims to territory bor- 
dering on those Lakes. 






P-i 



o 
in 

CO 

c-~rt 
O u 

(DO* 

5? • 



O 

< o 





^*~<~?*'*-» tPf&la. rf/Z^j-- 






cZ^mJ- s^-^f 




THIS COPI IS PROVIDED FOR RESEARCH AKD PRIVATE REFERENCE ONLY 



Ontario 



ARCHIVES 

OF 
ONTARIO 



F 1027-1-2 Robinson (Huron- 

Superior) Indian 

Treaties, 1850 




